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Calendar of Events
Saturday, Jan. 7: Board Meeting, 10:30 a.m. brunch, 11 a.m business meeting 

Thursday, January 19: Final date to bring books into the warehouse 

Friday, January 20:“Eliminate the Stack” Power Sort 

Saturday, Jan. 21: mandatory General Member meeting

Wednesday, January 25: Final check out for all categories. 

Saturday, Jan. 28: Last move-out 

Feb. 4-7: Book Sale set up, Arizona State Fairgrounds 

Wednesday, Feb. 8: Member salad luncheon and pre-sale, Arizona State

Fairgrounds 

Saturday and Sunday, February 11 and 12: Book Sale at Arizona State

Fairgrounds
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Joyce Nolan

Greetings and wishes to you for a happy and healthy 2017. As we head toward our 61st

Annual Book Sale, just a few reminders… 

The mandatory Book Sale Information Meeting is Saturday, January 21 at Christ

Community Church, 4224 N 44th Street. Social is at 10:30 a.m. and the meeting begins

promptly at 11:00 a.m. It is important that you be there to get this year’s book sale

information, to vote on the proposed changes in our By-Laws (.pdf), and this year's slate

of officers:  

Heather Rayner - President 

Julia Lunn - Vice President 

Cartha Cassel - Treasurer 

Leslie Chesser - Ways and Means 

Vista Thompson - Recording Secretary 

Barbara Simonick - Corresponding Secretary 

A huge thank you to Shari Epand and Julia Lunn for a wonderful Holiday Party. Thanks go

to all who contributed gifts or gift cards to benefit MANA House.  They were so

appreciative of your generosity. 

Remember to invite your friends and neighbors to join our community of volunteers at the

Sale (ask early, ask often).  And please plan to join in all of the wonderful celebrations

ahead (the Member Pre-Sale/Patron Luncheon, Grazie Party, and our Spring Fling). 

Vice President's Report
Char Smith

It is time to think about dues for the coming year. The last day to submit them is March 31

but it is good to get them in much earlier.  Voting Member dues are $25 and Patron dues

are $50.  Please give your dues to me, Char Smith, or put them in the folder marked

“dues” in the filing cabinet in the office.  To avoid confusion, submit them to me; I will

record them and then pass them on the Treasurer. If you are not planning to renew or are

planning to change your status, please let me know that too. 

Thanks,  

Char

Treasurer's Report
Karin Fedo

For your information, please see current data on current expenses, revenue, and
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donations. 

 

Monitoring Chair Report
Barb Simonick 

Holiday Party
On December 14, members of the VNSA gathered to celebrate the holidays.

Supplemental funding checks for $5000 each were distributed to Adrianna Francini from

Arizona Veterans StandDown Alliance and Jennifer Schuster Blum from Rosie’s House.

Both gave brief overviews of their organizations and thanked us for our generous support. 
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Jesus Love, Executive Director of Literacy Volunteers of Maricopa County, thanked us for

our continuing support and said that his organization was our home too. If anyone would

like to tour the facility, please give Jesus a call at 602-271-3430 or email him at

jlove@LVMC.net. 

Kris Jacober, Executive Director of Arizona Friends of Foster Children Foundation, shared

a heartwarming story about one mother who received her foster child after the child had

been placed in five homes prior to hers. The child and her family were just not bonding.

The mother applied for a grant to attend a Mommy and Me program, where she learned

that the little boy enjoyed music. This turned the child and mother around and they began

relating to each other extremely well. The mother and her family are now going to adopt

this little boy. She thanked Kris so much for allowing her to go to the program. "This is

where VNSA’s support is going to help children throughout the valley. Children are

receiving grants to do things other children do every day. Children receive funding to

attend gymnastic lessons, music lessons, trips to Disneyland and so much more," said

Kris. (See the AFFCF Newsletter for the amounts and types of awards given in this past

month.) 

Arizona Friends of Foster Children Foundation
We usually share a human interest story here but because of the young ages of the

AFFCF children, their identities cannot be revealed. So, please read the latest AFFCF

Newsletter and accept this anonymous description of a grateful parent instead: 

Good Things Happen Every Day 

As 2016 comes to a close, the Arizona Friends of Foster Children Foundation is pleased

to report that we have provided more than 5,000 individual awards to children in foster

care in Arizona to give them the childhood they deserve.  

Awards include dance lessons, music lessons, athletic registration, summer camp,

trampoline camp, bicycles, tricycles, scooters and more.  We ask the children and families

we serve to send us a thank you note that we can provide to donors – to help them

understand just how important their support of AFFCF is, and how much we are impacting

the childhoods of the children we serve. Every day, we hear from children and families like

Gay – who received funding for dance lessons for three little girls in her care: 

“Thank you so much for making it possible to my girls to be a part of something they enjoy

doing.  My four-year-old puts together different dance routines for her and her sisters to

perform for me (she calls herself the dance instructor).  Of course, I am laughing on the

inside because I am amazed that they are creative, smart, working as a team and happy

doing it.   

I also want to say a special thank you to your donors who have made this possible for the

happy feet girls to dance to express themselves.  The joy you have brought to these little
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girls and most of all to me, knowing that we have a team that supports our children in

need.” 

With so much bad news about foster care in Arizona, we’re pleased to say that every day

good things happen for children in foster care because of the generosity of the VNSA. 

Collections
Joan Ellis

Thanks to all you wonderful volunteers for a successful 2016! Because of you, we will

have plenty of books for the 2017 Book Sale. All your hard work is very much appreciated!

However, we do have an unrelenting need for books so please see the attached 2017

Collections sheet (.pdf) and find a spot for your name.
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Just a Reminder
On Wednesday, February 8, we will again have our Pre-Sale Salad Luncheon. You are always

very generous with your culinary skills to make this a fun day. Char will be chasing you with a

sign-up board.  Please do not run away. :)

Book Sale Chairs
Leslie Chesser, Meridee Bisenius & Cathy McAllister

Hope all of your holidays were fantastic! 

It’s a brand new year and only a few weeks until

the Book Sale.  Where does the time go?  There

are some very important dates for everyone to

remember so we can get everything done and to

the Fairgrounds on time. 

 

Thursday, January 19: Final date to bring books into the warehouse 

Friday, January 20: “Eliminate the Stack” Power Sort 

Wednesday, January 25: Final check out for all categories. Please mark anything else

you want to go to the Fairgrounds. 

Saturday, January 28: Final Move Out 

January 26 to February 3: Warehouse CLOSED for ALL book deliveries, General

maintenance and re-striping by Book Sale Committee 

Friday, February 3: Warehouse opens for book deliveries ONLY. NO sorting to be done

until after the sale. 

February 4-5: Set up week begins 

February 11-12: BOOK SALE 

 

January 21 is the mandatory General Meeting where you can pick up your booklet that

lists all of the dates in detail. That is also the day you can pay your 2017 dues, sign up for

the Spring Luncheon and the Grazie Party.  And, as in the past, we are also asking our

members to contribute $20.00 per person to help with the culinary expenses. This can be

paid to Juanita Roby, who is in charge of our Refreshment Center for the sale. Your Book

Sale Committee will also be selling $5.00 gift certificates. These make great gifts to give to

our helpers during set-up week. They are all volunteers just like us, and it’s a nice way to

say thank you for helping.  We will also have the certificates with us at the warehouse and

during set-up week for your convenience. 

 

We had many large donations of books this year. Everyone did a great job in getting them

picked up, sorted, and then re-sorted in the categories and readied for the sale.  Give
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yourselves a great big pat on the back – you ALL deserve it!  And it was all done thru

smiles, laughter, and a lot of hard work. 

 

Please be sure to attend the General meeting on January 21– it is very important.  We

provide a lot of information that helps us have a successful sale.  If you have any

questions, please bring them with you so we can all benefit from the answers.

 

A big thank you to the nearly 100 of you who have completed the sign-up form to work the

61st VNSA Book Sale this year! If you have not signed up, please do so now.  It takes

many hours to put people in their assigned positions and print out the name tags, and as

you are aware, Shari and I are newbies at this.  Even if you always work a certain position,

we have no way of knowing what you want to do this year or how many shifts you will

work. 

 

You may not realize that even if all of our members signed up to work four shifts, we would

only have 50% of the help we need to put together the sale. Each year we need at least

950 shifts!  Without enough workers, we won’t be able to staff the necessary positions and

our customers will be unhappy. So please recruit your family and friends! Or if you signed

up for three shifts, consider working all four.  Use the link below to sign up friends and

family, completing one form per person volunteering.  Please make sure they list you as

their sponsor to ensure you get them a parking pass. 

 

Saturday, February 11 

Saturday AM  8 a.m. to 1 p.m. 

Saturday PM  1 p.m. to 6 p.m. 

 

Sunday, February 12 

Sunday AM  8 a.m. to 12 p.m. 

Sunday PM  12 p.m. to 4 p.m. 
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Cathy McAllister and Shari Epand, Personnel 

Volunteer Services
Candy Dugdale

 

Above are the total as of the end of the year.  We are looking great as we go into the last few
weeks of the year and prepare for move out and the book sale.  As always if you have any
issues with entering your time please contact Candy Dugdale at cld1231@cox.net or 602-482-
5951.  Happy New Year! 

Category Quiz
Shirley Allen 

Did you know:
 

Books about how to create clothes/costumes should be sorted to House.
Books about clothes/fashion/costumes, (not making them), should be sorted to
Relationships. An example of a book sorted to Relationships is "Fashion through the
Ages."
Books about Geology (not the hobby of collecting rocks) should be sorted to Science.
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Romance books should not be sorted to the jail bins. They do not want them.

May the most you wish for be the least you get. — Eskimo Toast

Corresponding Secretary
Patricia Cahill
 
Happy New Year!
 
Let’s resolve to have a year filled with emotional, financial, spiritual, and physical health and
happiness.
 
Sadly I have sent 3 sympathy cards to the families of Marilyn Farley, Lynn Rice, and to Bern
Peterson on the death of her father.
 
Get well or speedy recovery  cards were sent to Eileen Luffy (shingles), Ann Cox
(dental issues), Nancy Kelly (back issues) and Bette Moore (hospital stay).
 
Holiday party invitations were sent to the directors, Board members or representatives of our
charities. Thank yous were sent to Shari Epand for her delightful hospitality,  and to Julia Lund as
Social Chair for organizing the event. Well done ladies!

Happily, congratulations were sent to Chelsea and Kyle Anderson on the addition of a baby girl
to their family! 

Lastly, I want to thank all of you who sent me cards while I was in the hospital and recovering
from respiratory failure.  It really meant a lot and still warms my heart!

VNSA on Facebook vnsabooksale.org
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From the President's Perch

Treasurer's Report

Monitoring Chair Report

Collections

Book Sale Chairs

Volunteer Services

Category Quiz

Calendar of Events
Thursday, Feb. 3: Last day to  RSVP for the Grazie Party 

Feb. 4-7: Book Sale set up, Arizona State Fairgrounds 

Wednesday, Feb. 8: Member salad luncheon and pre-sale, Arizona State

Fairgrounds 



Saturday, Feb. 11: 8 a.m..-6 p.m., Book Sale at Arizona State Fairgrounds and

Grazie Party at  6 p.m.  

Sunday, Feb. 12: 8 a.m.-4 p.m., Book Sale Half Price Day 

Monday, Feb. 13 - start all over again! 

Saturday, March 4, 10:30 a.m.: VNSA Joint Board meeting of outgoing and

incoming board members, ARMA, 810 West Bethany Home Road, Phoenix 

Saturday, March 18: annual Spring Fling luncheon, Spoke and Wheel, Phoenix

From the President's Perch
Joyce Nolan

Thank you all for your hard work and for helping to ensure the continued success of the

VNSA Used Book Sale. 

Please remember we are the face of VNSA. Our

actions speak louder than our words. Be kind to

our shoppers, media, and workers.  Let

them know how much we appreciate their time and

support.

Just a few reminders:

contribute $20 to the Refreshment Center

it is not too late to sign up your friends and

family to work the Sale

sign up for the Grazie Party by Feb. 3; you

and a second person are covered; add more

at $14.00 per person

plan to attend the salad luncheon on Wed., Feb. 8 and

get some rest and get ready for set-up February 4-5. 

Treasurer's Report
Karin Fedo

Each of us volunteers for our own reasons: to make social connections, a contribution,

pride of achievement, to change our lives or the lives of our beneficiaries through our

combined efforts.  

Ponder a moment the thousands of people that have been associated with the book sale

over VNSA’s 60 plus years. The collective efforts of each individual, both paid and unpaid,

have no doubt improved lives all over the Valley.  It has been a privilege to have left my



own fingerprints on VNSA’s on-going landscape.  

But changes in our landscape, whether it is technology, the market place or our most

valuable commodity, the quality of our membership is something that those who are called

to serve will be addressing in the coming years.  

I encourage you to be open and Socratic with these leaders who may have to deal with

what the great management guru Peter Drucker called “organized abandonment."  The

ability to evolve within the community, rather than close our eyes to reality, is the surest

sign of survival.  In the immortal words of Henry Ford “if I had asked people what they

wanted, they would have said faster horses.” 

My closing call is to remind everyone of the following:

Submit all reimbursements in the Treasurer folder for this fiscal year by March 31

Please pay dues to Char Smith by March 31

Let Julia Lunn know if you are planning on attending the Spring Fling

Any anticipated FY17-18 budget changes should be submitted to Karin Fedo and

Cartha Cassel.

Monitoring Chair Report
Barb Simonick 

Arizona Friends of Foster Children Foundation
(from the AFFCF Monthly Newsletter)

AFFCF's Keys to Success program empowers youth aging out of foster care 

to become thriving, self-sufficient adults. But according to Ben, the program does much

more than that:

Keys to Success has been such a blessing to me and I'm sure to many 

other kids in foster care. (Staff members) Kim and Justin have taught and guided me

through many different obstacles - giving me so much advice, being there for me and

making me feel cared about. I've never really  
felt so supported and trusted before, and it feels so good.

I remember when I couldn't get any documents such as a state ID, social security and

shot records and they helped me get all three. They've even helped me get my first

job and taught me how to be a proud and successful man in this world.

In 2017, Keys to Success will serve more than 100 youth with career development and

employment services. We need your help to make that happen. We're looking for

employer partners and education partners to help 

us help youth navigate their future. To learn more about how you can become involved,



contact Keys to Success program director, Diane Daily, at ddaily@affcf.org. 

Literacy Volunteers of Maricopa County
(by Jesus Love, the Executive Director of Literacy Volunteers of Maricopa County) 

23-year old Umar’s Story 

LVMC students come from all over the world, from all walks of life, with a multitude of

experiences and life goals. Sometimes we meet a student whose story and spirit are so

remarkable they must be shared. Umar, a Congolese refugee, arrived in the United States

in November 2016.  We met him in January, when he enrolled in LVMC to improve his

English; like many students, his long-term goal is to earn a high school equivalency

diploma and continue post-secondary education. 

The path that brought him through our doors begins in 1996, when 2-year-old Umar and

his family fled Congo due to the civil war decimating their homeland.  They left behind

their livelihood, home, and country seeking to save their lives, unbeknownst to them that

they would end up spending more than 20 years at a refugee camp in Tanzania (most of

his family remains at the camp).  The camp houses 60,000 persons from Congo, Rwanda,

and Burundi and provides little in the way of schooling and no employment opportunities. 

Umar learned Swahili, and some French and English; in addition to his native language

Kituba.  He enjoys learning languages and would like to become fluent in at least five! 

Umar remains undaunted by the challenges of adapting to a new culture and community.

He is eager to start working, and although he was not allowed to work at the camp, he is

diligently looking for any employment he can find so he may begin building a future in the

United States.  Despite his difficulties with English, Umar is a committed student; he



shows up each day promptly and is focused in his study.  We look forward to guiding him

in his educational pursuits and working with partner agencies to provide additional support

that will enable him to attain self-sufficiency, independence and prosperity in our country. 

Thanks for your continuous interest in our students and for your generous support. 

To respect the privacy of our student, we gave him a fictitious name; the entire story is

what he conveyed to us in his limited English. 

 

Collections
Joan Ellis

Hi all, 

See the 2017 Collections Sign-Up sheet and please consider volunteering especially in

the Team Leader position.

Book Sale Chairs

Leslie Chesser, Meridee Bisenius & Cathy McAllister

It’s Book Sale Month!!!  Yeah it’s finally here.  All of our hard work for the year will be seen

at the sale.  And may I say,  you all really did great!!

Please refer to your booklets for dates and times – we will also be sending out Hotmail’s

as reminders of what’s happening.

Remember to have FUN, sell Books and be courteous to everyone you see at the sale.

You never know, we just might pick up some new members.

See you at the sale.

Volunteer Services
Candy Dugdale



 

Above are the end of end of year totals for the 2016-2017 book sale year.  If you have any
questions please contact Candy Dugdale at 602-482-5951 or cld1231@cox.net 
 
Taxes
 Doing your taxes and need to know the mileage you can claim? Ask for your login sheet from
the warehouse so you can calculate your mileage.  Contact Candy Dugdale at 602-482-5951 or
cld1231@cox.net 
 

Category Quiz
Shirley Allen 

Did You Know:
 
AV does not keep any home-recorded VHS or cassette tapes. These items should be disposed
of in the trash.
AV does not keep any music on cassette tapes. No one buys them. Dispose of them in the trash.
 
AV does keep books on cassette tapes. There is still a market for these tapes.
 
 Necessity is a hard nurse but she raises strong children. — Old American folk saying



VNSA on Facebook vnsabooksale.org
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From the President's Perch

Vice President's Report

Monitoring Chair Report

Collections

Book Sale Chairs

Volunteer Services

Category Quiz

From the Children's Category

Calendar of Events

Saturday, March 18: annual Spring Fling luncheon, Spoke and Wheel, Phoenix 

Monday, March 20: 10th Annual Sort-a-palooza, 8 a.m.-8 p.m. at the warehouse,

sponsored by Childrens

From the President's Perch
Joyce Nolan

Aristotle tells us that we are the sum of our actions and motivation. His words resonate

with me personally. I appreciate the premise that each individual’s cumulative actions can

result in a fantastic end product. At VNSA, we have taken this even further. We have

taken action this year and we have done so collectively. Each member contributed their

time, no matter how great or small, to once again host the largest book sale in the

southwest. We are all destined to make choices and those choices do largely control our
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actions. I am most fortunate and grateful that VNSA is filled with so many motivated

people who make positive choices, which ultimately lead to productive actions.

Thank you, members and patrons, for your contributions of time and talent…you all make

a difference! I wish the incoming Board members continued success as we all work toward

the 62nd book sale.

2017-2018 VNSA Executive Board

President - Heather Rayner

Vice- President - Julia Lunn

Treasurer - Cartha Cassel

Recording Secretary - Vista Thompson

Corresponding Secretary - Barb Simionick

Ways and Means - Leslie Chesser

Vice President's Report
Char Smith

This is a reminder that the deadline of March 31 for paying VNSA dues is quickly

approaching.  The dues are $25 for active members and $50 for patrons. Please make

your check payable to VNSA and put it in the DUES folder at the warehouse,  bring it to

the Spring Fling and give it to Char, or mail to: 

VNSA 

P O Box 32533 

Phoenix, AZ  85064
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Monitoring Chair Report
Barb Simonick 

The Monitoring Committee meets March 11 at 11:00 a.m. at Phoenix City Grill, 5816 N

16th St, Phoenix, AZ, 85016 (southwest corner of 16th Street and Bethany Home Road.

Come early if you plan to eat lunch. 

The meeting discussion will include review of our charities, Arizona Friends of Foster 

Children and Literacy Volunteers of Maricopa County. 

RSVP to Barb Simonick at barb.simonick@q.com.
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Collections
Joan Ellis

This is my last communication as Collections Chair and I want to thank all you die hard

volunteers who so faithfully signed up for Phone Captain, East/West Area Captains and

Team Leader! You are the best and made my work so much easier. Thank you for a great

two years! As usual, attached is the Collections sheet for 2017. Please take a moment to

look at it and consider signing up. Team Leader especially needs volunteers.
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Book Sale Chairs

Leslie Chesser, Meridee Bisenius & Cathy McAllister

The sale is over! Let the new year begin! Your Book Sale Committee had so much fun last

year that we decided to do it again. 

 

We met with the Category Chairs and had some really good input about this sale and

some things to do for our next year’s sale.  All in all, the general consensus was that the

sale was a great success.  As part of the Book Sale Committee, we get to be at the

Fairgrounds a lot of the time.  It is totally awe inspiring to walk through the Exhibit Hall

when no one is there and observe each individual category and how it is displayed.  It’s

amazing to see how a whole  year’s worth of work can come together in a few short days

to make such an impact.  You should all congratulate yourselves on jobs well done.  Each

category was unique in its own way and set up beautifully.  GREAT JOB! 
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We are now in the process of setting everything up for the upcoming year.  If you have a

problem, please let one of us know, and we will try and resolve it as soon as possible.

Some changes were made in the warehouse and, hopefully, all will work out for the good.  

 

There will be two sorting parties in March to help get the already huge stack of boxes to

the categories. Please check the office for the sign-up sheets.  It’s “All Hands On Deck”

and let’s get those books movin’. 

 

See you around the warehouse.

Volunteer Services
Candy Dugdale

 
Below are the end of month totals for February.  It is only a partial month due to the book sale
but is not far off of last year’s numbers.  If you have any questions please contact Candy
Dugdale at 602-482-5951 or cld1231@cox.net 
 
Taxes
 Doing your taxes and need to know the mileage you can claim? Ask for your login sheet from
the warehouse so you can calculate your mileage.  Contact Candy Dugdale at 602-482-5951 or
cld1231@cox.net

Category Quiz
Shirley Allen 

Did You Know:
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A master list of most book types is hanging at the end of the general sort table. If you don't know
where to sort a book on the weather, look it up.
 
Big change for 2017: VNSA will be recognizing Black History
Month at the book sale next year. All fiction and nonfiction books
by, for, and about African-Americans should be sorted to
Relationships.
 

Worry doesn't help tomorrow's troubles, but it does ruin today's happiness. - Anonymous

From the Children's Category
Sandra Stirnweis 

DONATING CHILDREN'S BOOKS
The Children's category often gets request from members that books that cannot be sold be
donated to a variety of places. If you would like our discards, please email Sandra
(stirnweis@earthlink.net) and let her know if there are age restrictions, whether you want
children's religion or teaching tools, and where to leave them for you.  Unfortunately we don't
have room to store them in our category until you can pick them up.  If there are a lot of requests
we will rotate them as we sort.  We're happy that these books can be of use to the community. 
 
 

VNSA on Facebook vnsabooksale.org
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From the President's Perch 

Vice President's Post

Corresponding Secretary

Book Sale Chairs

Volunteer Services

Category Quiz

Calendar of Events

Saturday, April 29: Board meeting, 1 p.m., 12:30 lunch, Ticoz Restaurant, 5114 N.

7th St., Phoenix 

Saturday, May 13: General member meeting, 10:30 a.m social, 11 a.m. meeting,

Community of Christ Church, 4224 N. 44th St., Phoenix 

Saturday, June 10: first warehouse move-out

From the President's Perch 
Heather Rayner
Thank you for the great honor of serving as your president for this upcoming year. I’d also

like to thank our retiring board and especially our past president, Joyce Nolan, for her

efforts in leading VNSA to another successful year. 

Big thanks also go to Julia Lunn as she chaired the successful spring fling held in March.

It was a great time to celebrate recognizing our president and book sale chairs for their

hard work, recognizing our members with the most points and celebrating all our hard
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work and success with Book Sale 61! 

I had the opportunity at the spring fling to

sit next to Jesus Love, Executive Director

of Literacy Volunteers. Before and after

receiving his second check for the year,

he couldn’t have been more appreciative.

It made me once again realize how

important our financial contributions are to

our two charities. 

In the warehouse, we continue to get

large donations and a continued high

volume from our drop boxes.  Please

keep this in mind as we go through the

spring months. Come in and continue to

work in your categories, but also help out

up front and help us keep the stack down to a manageable size. In other words, continue

to do the great job you do!  

VNSA Board of Directors 2017-2018

Executive Committee

President — Heather Rayner

Vice President — Julia Lunn

Recording Secretary — Vista Thompson

Corresponding Secretary— Barb Simonick 

Treasurer — Cartha Cassel 

Ways & Means —Leslie Chesser

Standing Committee Chairs

Building — Bob Lunn 

Bulletin — Heidi Capriotti 

Collections — Cindy Gruben 

Drop Box* — Pam Brown-Elwood

Monitoring — Bern Peterson

Parliamentarian & Historian —Sandra Stirnweis 

Publicity — Jennifer Doan 

Social — Patricia Cahill 

Volunteer Services — Candy Dugdale 

Past President — Joyce Nolan 

Yearbook — Teri Harnisch

Vice President's Post
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Julia Lunn
On April 1, Joyce Nolan, Kathy Miller, and

I welcomed 12 new prospective members

for an Orientation Meeting. We had a

grand tour of the warehouse following a

discussion of VNSA Mission, history, and

operations. 

 

After the meeting, several of the group

stayed to do some general sorting. Who

knew general sort could be so much fun?

It's true!  From a new person's prospective, how many would think books on Antiques

would go to House and Garden instead of Fine Arts or that Fashion would go to

Relationships?  Plus you never know what you will find in an unopened box. We were

lucky to find a treasure - a small box of old comic books in excellent condition! 

Our new group will be working to membership requirements, which include general

sorting. They will be wearing their name badges identifying them as prospective members.

Let's make them feel welcome. Please wear your name badges to help them to get to

know you.

Corresponding
Secretary
Barbara Simonick

I am pleased to be your new Corresponding
Secretary for 2017-2018. If you hear of any
news about new grandchildren, illnesses,
special anniversaries, deaths of family
members, or other cards that should be
sent from the membership, please contact me
at barb.simonick@q.com or 480-813- 6086. I
appreciate everyone’s help in remembering all of our members as we go through the events that
make up our lives. 

  
For March, I am saddened to report that a sympathy card was sent out to Eileen Luffy. 
Her sister-in- law, Maggie, died on 3/16. Our sincerest condolences go out Eileen and 
her husband, Bill. 

A get well card was sent out to Bill Luffy, husband of Eileen Luffy, for the surgery he had 
on March 9. He is home now and doing better each day. 
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Two thank you cards were sent to Julia Lunn and Sandra Stirnweis for the coordination 
and entertainment of the wonderful Spring Fling. 

Two thank you cards were sent to Annie and Mike Tomcykowski and Arlene Lurie for 
the generous donations made to VNSA. 

Book Sale Chairs

Leslie Chesser

“THE ADVENTURE CONTINUES” is

our theme for the 2017-2018 Book Sale.

If you have been to the warehouse lately,

you know it is a total and complete

understatement.  It’s a jungle in there!

Talk about job security!  

 

There have been several large pick-ups in

the past few weeks, plus all the drop

boxes have been full, and the home pick

ups are going strong.  We are really busy

– to say the least.  We’ve had two very

successful sorting parties during March and the Book Sale Committee thanks those
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categories that stepped up to the task at hand.  And the books keep coming!  As your

Book Sale Chair, I would like to ask everyone to spend some time up front at the sorting

table.  The Day Sorters do a wonderful job, but they need some extra help, too.  So, if you

could please spend at least an hour during your time at the warehouse to just do some

general sorting, it would be greatly appreciated.

A HUGE thanks to the “Tuesday” group that unloaded the many bags of paperbacks that

came from a very large pickup.  Paperbacks had already gone through the books and

these were the ones determined not to be saved.  The front bin dumpster driver, Roy, was

kind enough to empty the bin, and then wait while we refilled it with the bags of books that

didn’t fit the first time.  I’m sure we gave him quite the show, but we completely filled it the

second time and he was off.

Keep up the great work everyone and remember to keep smiling and have some fun!

See you around the warehouse.

PS - The first Move Out is scheduled for June 10, 2017. 

Volunteer Services
Candy Dugdale
  
...lots and lots of hard work!  Below is the list
of points earned in the warehouse by
grouping.  It takes a lot of hard work to put on
a book sale but it takes even more work to get
the books picked up, sorted and packed for
the book Sale. See the number of hours our
members and patrons put in (.pdf) during the
course of the year 

  
And a big shout out to the folks listed below,
the top hours accrued in each category. We
thank them for all of their hard work. 
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If you have any questions please contact Candy Dugdale at 602-482-5951 or cld1231@cox.net 

Category Quiz
Shirley Allen 

Books about a historical subject for a
particular location, such as a famous battle
at a specific hillside, etc., should be sorted
to... 

  
History/War/Politics, not Travel. 
If the book deals with the scientific
subjects of a country or place, such as the
plants, animals, or geography of a specific
location, the book should be sorted to
Science, not Travel.  
  
"A good novel tells us the truth about its hero; but a bad novel tells us the truth about its author". 
– G.K.  Chesterton quoted in the Portland Oregonian 
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From the President's Perch 

Vice President's Post

Treasurer's Report

Corresponding Secretary

Book Sale Chairs

Monitoring

Volunteer Services

Category Quiz

Calendar of Events

Thurs., May, 11: Sorting party at the warehouse, hosted by Travel, HWP, and Sports 

Saturday, May 13: General member meeting, NOTE THE TIME CHANGE: 9:30 a.m

social, 10 a.m. program with Robrt Pela, following by meeting, Community of Christ

Church, 4224 N. 44th St., Phoenix 

Saturday, June 10: first warehouse move-out

From the President's Perch 
Heather Rayner
I am so very pleased to announce that one of our very own, Robrt Pela, is speaking at our

May 13 member meeting.  Robrt is the winner of the prestigious 2017 Eugene S. Pulliam

National Journalism Writing Award for ‘Memory Lane: Living Where Everything is

Forgotten,’ the story of caring for his mother who has advanced Alzheimer’s disease.

The judges called his account “a well-written and an enormously moving account that

speaks for everyone who has become a longtime caretaker.” 

 

I hope everyone can attend the May 13 member meeting to hear Robrt’s personal and



award winning story. Join us for a 9:30

a.m. social, followed by Robrt's program

at 10 a.m. and the general business

meeting where we will vote on changes to

the Bylaws (.pdf). and what event we

want to have to raise money for our

charities. Hmmm, I wonder what that

could be? A book sale perhaps? The

meeting will be held at the Community of

Christ church, 4224 N. 44th St., Phoenix. I

hope to see you there! 

Read the new policies on sale items,

discards, and shopping passes (.pdf).  

Also, I will soon be reactivating the Three Hoot Salute that Joyce Nolan, last year’s

president started. So look for that on the white board soon!

Click here to read the proposed Bylaws so you can make an informed vote
at the May 13 General Member Meeting.



Vice President's Post
Julia Lunn

On May 6 we held the second prospective

member orientation with two very

enthusiastic new volunteers.  

Now I'm looking for two members to be

mentors to these prospective members,

help them with the membership

requirements, general sorting in the

warehouse for 10 hours, help with a drop

box pick up, and doing a home pick up.

Katy is able to work at the warehouse on Monday, Wednesday, Thursday, and/or Friday

mornings. At this time Peggy is available Saturday mornings. If you are able to help them

in the warehouse, we can work with the drop box chair and the home pick captains for the

other requirements. 



Six of our other prospective members are actively working at the warehouse, doing drop

box pickups, etc. They are wearing name badges when working at the warehouse. Please

introduce yourself when see them and wear your name badge to help them remember

your name. 

I am also looking for someone with an eye for fashion, knowledge in comfortable clothing,

and a sense of humor to work with VNSA merchandise.  If you have always wanted to

work in the fashion field, this is your chance.  Please contact me at julunn@gmail.com or

by cell phone 602 558 2131.

Treasurer's Report
Cartha Cassel
I hope everyone will look carefully at the column
in the budget headed "Budget." (.pdf)  which will
be discussed and voted on at the May 13
meeting. 

If you need to be reimbursed for VNSA
spending, please fill out a "Repayment Invoice"
that can be found in the Treasurer's folder in the
office.  Be sure to have the person who is in
charge of that part of the budget to sign it also.

Corresponding
Secretary
Barbara Simonick

This month, I sent the following
correspondence:

A congratulations card to Robrt Pela
for receiving the 2017 Eugene Pulliman
National Journalism Writing Award;
A thinking of you card to Debbie
Gilman after her surgery;
A get well card to Trish Henry after her knee replacement;
A get well card to potential new member, Ashley Nebelsieck who had a serious accident at
home when she fell, broke her leg, and shattered her elbow. Ashley’s address is 5129 N.
Saddle Rock Lane, Phoenix, AZ 85018. I am sure she would love to hear from you.



A welcome to VNSA card to new memberJoyce Battaglia;
A condolence card to Susan Goldsmith due to the passing of her mother and sister-in-law.

Book Sale Chairs

Leslie Chesser

HAPPY  MOTHER’S  DAY!  

I hope all of you who qualify have a nice

quiet, relaxing and stress-free day.  Enjoy

it while it lasts because, you know, it’s all

over by time you get to the warehouse.

We seem to have an endless supply of

boxes of books and it appears that our

work is never done. Kind of like being a

mother.

What else could be more fun than to

spend time with our “reading buddies”

and going through all the wonderful books we get into the warehouse.  I don’t know about

you, but I really like General Sorting because when reading the jacket to see where I

should place the book, at least one a day ends up going home with me to read.

Then, when I’m done, I bring it back, put it in the correct box and wait for the next person

to either price it and pack it, or be like me, and read it first.  Such a wonderful way to open

our minds to new authors and experiences in reading.

 

Everyone knows by now that we had some excitement at the warehouse on

Saturday, April 22.  Thanks to our quick responding Phoenix Fire Dept., we avoided what

could have been a really huge disaster.  If you see Patti Fenner or Bob Lunn, please take

a moment to thank them for the work they did to clean up the mess.  Patti worked to keep

all the charred remains in the blue bin and clean up the area around it on Saturday.  Bob

was there first thing Monday morning to wash all the soot off the back wall.  Thanks so

much for taking care of this mess for us – we sure appreciate it.

Summer is quickly approaching and some of us will be lucky enough to escape the heat

for awhile.  If your whole crew is going to be gone for a substantial amount of time, it

would sure be helpful for the Book Sale Committee to know ahead of time.  That way I can

let the Day Sorters will know where to put your boxes.  We really don’t want to just pile

them all up in front of your bookcase and cause traffic jams.  Just a simple phone call or

email would solve that issue.  Thanks.



 

The first move out will be on June 10. Notices about time frames will be posted around the

warehouse as the time gets closer.  A schedule will also be published in the June

newsletter.

Keep up the great work everyone and I’ll see you around the warehouse.

Monitoring

Bern Peterson
Monitoring Committee Funding
Committee Meeting 

On March 11, 2017, the VNSA Monitoring

Committee met to agree on funding

allocation of the book sale proceeds from the

2016-2017 book sale year to the VNSA

charities. 

The following charity

representatives attended: Arizona Friends of

Foster Children Foundation (AFFCF): Bern

Peterson, Candy Dugdale, and Andrea

Elkington. Literally Volunteers of Maricopa

County: Ginny Fields, Lisa Nguyen, and Alison Schroeder. Also in attendance: Heather

Rayner, incoming President; Joyce Nolan, outgoing President; Cartha Cassel, incoming

Treasurer; Teri Harnisch and Dave Dugdale. 

It was the committee’s recommendation, with Board of Directors approval, that $10,000 be

divided between two supplemental charities again this year. Click here for the VNSA

Supplemental Funding Guidelines (.pdf) The remaining distributable proceeds from the

2016-2017 Book Sale will be divided evenly between our two charities, Arizona Friends of

Foster Children and Literacy Volunteers of Maricopa County. 

Supplemental Guidelines Summary 

A voting member in good standing may submit one 501(c)(3) charitable organization that

is not political or religious for inclusion in the Supplemental Funding. All submissions must

be received by August 1, 2017. The voting and results of the voting will take place at the

October 14th General Meeting.

Volunteer Services



Candy Dugdale
  
...lots and lots of hard work!  Below is the list
of points earned in the warehouse by
grouping.  It takes a lot of hard work to put on
a book sale but it takes even more work to get
the books picked up, sorted and packed for
the book Sale. See the number of hours our
members and patrons volunteered
(.pdf) during the course of the year. 

  
And a big shout out to the folks listed below,
the top hours accrued in each category. We
thank them for all of their hard work. 
 

 

In addition, take a look at the warehouse totals for April 2017, below.  If you have any issues
entering your time or need something correct please contact Candy Dugdale
at cld1231@cox.net or 602-482-5951. Special points have been entered for the additional
services or jobs you have signed up for this year, for example, drop box captain: 

 



Category Quiz
Shirley Allen 

Did you know... 
The definition of a novel is "A fictional prose
narrative of considerable length, typically
having a plot that is unfolded by actions,
speech, and thoughts of the characters".
 
The definition of fiction is "An imaginative
creation or pretense", or "A literary work
such as a novel whose content is produced
by the imagination and is not necessarily
based on fact".
 
A reader lives a thousand lives before he dies. The man who never reads lives only one. 
–George RR. Martin
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From the President's Perch 

Vice President's Post

Treasurer's Report

Corresponding Secretary

Book Sale Chairs

Volunteer Services

New Website in Production

Category Quiz

A Yearbook Update

Calendar of Events

Saturday, June 10: first warehouse move-out, warehouse closed to drop-offs and

general sorting 

Sunday, June 11: warehouse reopens for drop-offs and general sort 

Thursday, June 22: "Happy Hour" Sorting Party hosted by Business, Fine Arts, and

Good Reads, 5:30 p.m.

From the President's Perch 
Heather Rayner
Thank you one and all for what you have done in this first half of 2017. We are well on our

way to a successful 2018 Book Sale. Whether your summer plans include travel to far off

places or a "staycation" at the warehouse, I hope you have wonderful adventures and

return in the Fall ready to reconnect with VNSA. For those of you who are "holding down

the fort" during the dog days of summer, thanks for continuing to sort, pick up and pack.

Together, we make a great team! 



Your board recently voted to change the

points awarded for empty and full boxes

to the following.  This will be

effective August 1, 2017.

Two points for every 10 empty,

double apple or citrus box.

Three points for each 10 boxes of

books brought to the warehouse

through either Drop Box or Home

pick up.

Thanks again to everyone for their hard

work!

Vice President's Post
Julia Lunn

The warehouse is looking good!  Thanks to Leslie, Book Sale Chair, and her team, we are

ready for move out!  As I write this, Bette Moore and her team are preparing to cook and

gather up all the supplies for the big event.  She always does an amazing job. And big

thank you to those who volunteered to bring food. We couldn’t do it without you. 

Prospective member John McGregor, has completed his work requirements for



membership. Congratulations John!  Jane

Alfano Rasor, Matt Henrichs, and David

Brimhall have almost completed the

conditions of membership. 

 

A volunteer is needed to help with VNSA

merchandise. It is not painful. It should be

fun! Please contact me at

julunn@gmail.com if you are interested.

Treasurer's Report
Cartha Cassel

Click here to read the May budget (.pdf). I'd like
to remind member who submit expenses for
reimbursement to be sure to identify what area
of the budget should be charged when
submitting a voucher. 

Corresponding
Secretary
Barbara Simonick

A thank you card was sent to the Aetna
Foundation for a $300.00 donation to VNSA. 

A condolence card was sent to Patron Sherry
Carnett regarding the passing of her father.   

Have a great summer, everyone. 

And remember, if you hear of any news and you would like me to send a card to anyone, please
let me know. I can be reached at barb.simonick@q.com.



Book Sale Chairs

Leslie Chesser

Can you believe it? It’s already time for

our first Move Out. Where does the time

go? However, if you take a real close look

around and in between the stacks, you

can see we are ready to Move ‘Em Out!!

There are signs posted all around the

warehouse listing all the dates and times

necessary to get the job done.  The Book

Sale Committee is still looking for

someone who would like to join us for the

actual Move Out so he or she can learn

the ropes as to how it is done.  We have a

great crew but would sure like to add a

couple of eager people to fill in if needed. 

 

We have so many books flying around inside the warehouse that it’s difficult to keep up

with the flow.  Besides the books we keep for the sale, we have a great number of books

that go other places besides the “Final Destination” of the bins out back.

A lot of categories supply books to the blue bins up front and those bins are picked up

and taken to the jail.  Plus, in addition to that, paperbacks also compiles other books to go

to the jail. Our Science group collects children’s books for Helen’s Hope Chest and also to

Boy’s Hope and Girl’s Hope. Children’s also donates books to the Alhambra Inmates

Dad’s Reading Program, where the Dad can record a book and then give the recording to

whomever, and the child can hear Dad read a bedtime story. Fine Arts donates art books

to the Phoenix Film Foundation for their summer programs for kids. And, Pat Kland and

her daughter give books to St. Vincent de Paul for their homeless shelters and Sojourn,

which is a domestic violence shelter for women and children. These are books that we

cannot use at the sale. Isn’t it nice to see that we can prolong their lives and do good at

the same time!  Keep up the great work everyone.  You all do such a tremendous job 

 

Summer is upon us so we lose a lot of people during this time. So for the rest of us, keep

your cool and keep sorting. 

 

See you around the warehouse!

Volunteer Services
Candy Dugdale



Above are the totals year to date for this book sale year.  If you have any problems entering your
hours or boxes in the warehouse database please contact Candy Dugdale for assistance at 602-
482-5951 or cld1231@cox.net.

New Website in Production
Heidi Capriotti
As far back as last summer, VNSA began work to find

an affordable way to update its website. I'm happy to

report that a developer has been contracted to build a

new site in Wordpress, and once finished, we will

move our site to a new hosting provider, GoDaddy,

saving VNSA $33 per month. 

A small team will be assembled to review initial

design concepts and select one to present to the

board this summer for approval. The new website is

slated to launch in September. If you're curious, read the initial recommendations and

production timeline submitted by the contractor, HELD Communications. 

In the meantime, I'd like your feedback on how much you use the Member section of the

current website, and what content (bulletin, directory, collections info) you use most often.

Please email me at Hcapriotti@gmail.com if you have thoughts about the Member section

you'd like us to consider in the new site.

Category Quiz



Shirley Allen 

Did you know... 
*  All books about Beauty and Style should
be sorted to Relationships. 
*  All books about Aging should be sorted to
Health. 

Asking a bookworm to name their favorite
book is like asking a mother to name her
favorite child. – Unknown

60th VNSA Book Sale Group Photo, Member Presale, February 2016

A Yearbook Update
Teri Harnisch 

The printing of the VNSA Blue Book for 2017-2018 was held pending the finalization

of the Standing Rule and Bylaw revisions, and Policy updates, and will be headed to

the print shop soon. If you have updates to your member contact information, there

is still time to get that in for the updated printing. Please provide any changes to VP

Julia Lunn and Volunteer Services Candy Dugdale, who will distribute the update.  

In addition to the paper Blue Book, I am compiling an electronic "yearbook" of

member photos and some historical photographs (like the group photo above). If

you were not photographed at the May general membership meeting, I welcome the

submission of a personal photograph of your choice. Please send by attachment to



ptbharnisch@cox.net. E-mail me or call 602-316-3241 with any questions.  

When the print copies of the Blue Book are available, a Hotmail will be sent out to

the membership.  

Thank you. 
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From the President's Perch 

Vice President's Post

Q & A with new member Matt Hinrichs

Treasurer's Report

Corresponding Secretary

Book Sale Chairs

Volunteer Services

Yearbook Update

New Website Coming in September

Monitoring

Category Quiz

Calendar of Events

Saturday, Oct. 28: General membership meeting, 10:30 social, 11:00 a.m. meeting,

Community of Christ Church, 4224 N. 44th Street, Phoenix. 

From the President's Perch 
Heather Rayner

I’d like to thank everyone who is enduring the sauna that is our warehouse by continuing

to work there and keeping us from drowning in the mounds of boxes of books. Thank you

for your efforts! And keep it up! 

For our members off in cooler climates, lucky you! We hope you are keeping safe and

happy, and we look forward to hearing about your adventures when you return in the fall.

Unless, of course, we are covered in boxes of books and we can’t hear you. 



Thanks to Bob Lunn, warehouse chair, for

supervising the repair and maintenance of

our roof, coolers and anything else that

goes wrong at the warehouse. It is an

ongoing job that requires a lot of extra

hours. So thank you, Bob! 

In other warehouse news, the owners of

the bin in front of the warehouse changed

their policy of paying for recycling to

charging for it. However, they are waiving

their monthly fee for us, so continue to

discard our cardboard and papers into the

front bin. Please continue to discard

hardbacks and paperbacks into the back

bin, as we do get paid a little bit for that recycling. 

Please look throughout the rest of this bulletin for upcoming meeting dates and the

deadline for the supplemental funding.  If you have a charity that qualifies, don’t forget to

get their application in to be voted on at the October meeting! 

Again, thank you to everyone for their hard work in making it possible to have a 2018 sale!

Vice President's Post
Julia Lunn
We are happy to welcome 5 new members: 

David Brimhall, General sorting category 

brimhall.dave@gmail.com, 928-699-3331 

Matt Hinrichs 

matt@scrubbles.net 

Cell Phone: 480 823 7852 

Category: General Sorting 

John McGregor, General sorting category 

mcgregor.jc@gmail.com, 602-910-0209 

Ashley Nebelsieck, Religion category 

thenebelsiecks@hotmail.com, 480-334-4403 

Jane Alfano Rasor, Older Fiction category 

Jane.Alfano@Rasor.org, 602-809-1111 



If you haven’t met them, please look for them at the warehouse and introduce yourselves.

Remember to wear your name badge as we have two prospective members working

toward their membership requirements, Anita Johnson and Peggy Lichvar. 

We are still taking applications for membership and will have an orientation either August

or September depending on the availability of the applicants. 

Summertime does not stop the number of book donations. Although we may moan (a

little) when a large delivery arrives at the warehouse, we are glad to see those boxes.

Leslie and her team are doing a great job keeping things moving. 

Thank you to all who do home pickups, drop box pickups, and work in the warehouse

during these summer months!

Q & A with new member Matt Hinrichs
How did you hear about VNSA? 

I'm a Phoenix-area native and have been going to the book sale for at least 25 years.

Since 1996, I've lived a short walk away from the fairgrounds, a nice perk! More recently,



I've had friends who volunteer or serve on the VNSA board. Over the years, I've

consistently been impressed by how cheerful and helpful the volunteers are at the sale,

whether it's the people organizing the books, manning the p.a. system, or checking out

customers. It always looks like so much fun. 

What inspired you to become a VNSA member? 

One weekend this past Spring, my spouse and I were visiting a friend who lived across the

street from the warehouse. Her husband took us on a brief tour of the facilities, and I was

hooked. I love books, anyhow, and volunteering would help fill the slow period in the

summer for my freelance graphic design business. The process has been fantastic, and

I've already met a lot of great people. 

What's your favorite book? Or genre? Or author? 

I tend to enjoy biographies of interesting people, behind-the-scenes stuff on artists, writers

and filmmakers the most. One of my favorites (purchased at VNSA eons ago) was the bio

of silent movie star Louise Brooks by Barry Paris. I also loved the more recent coffee table

book on the making of Disney's Snow White & The Seven Dwarfs, by J.B. Kaufman. 

What do you do when you're not sorting books? 

For the past few years, I've been making unique screen prints of classic book characters,

printed on pages from their own books. They are available at www.etsy.com/shop/litkids,

including Nancy Drew, Huck Finn, Anne of Green Gables and a whole lot of other designs.

It's fun to think up new designs and characters.

Treasurer's Report
Cartha Cassel

Please see the P & L report and contact our Treasurer,
Cartha Cassel, with any questions at cartha1@cox.net.

Corresponding Secretary
Barb Simonick

We now have five new members. Congratulations Julia! Please welcome these members as you
see them in the warehouse and make them feel part of our family. Hope everyone is having a
great summer. 
The following cards were sent out in June and July (there was no bulletin in June): 
6/10/17 - A get well card was sent to Corky Hammond due to a fractured hip. 
6/22/17 - We received a thank you card from Corky Hammond thanking the VNSA members for



all their good wishes for a speedy recovery. 
6/25/17 - A get well card was sent to Elaine
Nelson due to out-patient surgery. 
6/25/17 - New member cards were sent to
John McGregor, David Brimhall and Matt 
Hinrichs. 
6/25/17 - A get well card was sent to Ellie
Ricker due to shoulder surgery. 
6/30/17 - Two thank you letters were sent out
to Deborah Williams and Denise 
Guckian for donations made to VNSA. 
6/30/17 - A new member card was sent to
Ashley Nebelsieck. 
6/30/17 - A get well card was sent to Nancy Kelley due to knee surgery. 
7/22/17 - A new member card was sent to Jane Rasor. 
7/22/17 - A get well card was sent to Bill Robinson due to a hospitalization due to heart
problems. 
And remember, if you hear of any news and you would like me to send a card to anyone, please
let me know at barb.simonick@q.com.

Book Sale Chairs

Leslie Chesser
I had a very unusual circumstance this

month with a large pick up.  Joyce and I

were trying to out-run the rain.  Rain does

not happen very often in Phoenix but

it is the monsoon season, and

it does rain, just not in the early morning.

Good news – we made it!  We managed

to get 50 boxes of books safely to the

warehouse before it started to pour.

Whew! 

 

August is typically a slow news month so

there is really not much to report except

it’s HOT, it’s STICKY, and just plain

miserable at the warehouse.  We need to think positively and pretend the worst is behind

us and cooler weather is right around the corner.  With that in mind, we keep showing up

to work, with big smiles on our faces and just keep on plugging.  We’re like a whole bunch

of energizer bunnies.  The Book Sale Committee really sends a HUGE and very special

Thank You to all who are braving the elements and getting the books moving on down the

line.  So many lucky members take the summer off, which puts the burden on the rest of



us, not just at the warehouse but also for home pickups and the drop boxes.  We also

want to thank our Power Sorters – you guys really work hard and you keep coming back

for more. 

Kudos to Foreign Language!  They no longer have an overflow!  They have successfully

gone through all of the Amazon boxes, plus all of their regular donations, and now have

them sorted, priced, boxed and ready for our sale.  What started out as an impossible

task, they tackled with resolve and did a fantastic job.  Well Done! 

 

See you around the warehouse!  Stay hydrated.

Volunteer Services
Candy Dugdale

 

In the graph above are the YTD totals for the warehouse.  If you have any questions or have a
problem with the computer used to log your points please contact Candy Dugdale
at cld1231@cox.net or call 602-482-5951.  
 
Points Change
Effective August 1, the points for Home Pick Ups and Drop Box Pick Ups have been increased
by 1 point.  Everything will work exactly the same but now if you bring in 1-10 boxes you will
receive 3 instead of 2 for every multiple of 10 (1-10, 11-20, 21-30, etc.)  No other changes have
been made to the point system. 



Yearbook Update
Teri Harnisch

Your response needed by Aug. 17! 

Members and Patrons, as you know, the Yearbook was held for the inclusion of any

adopted Bylaw and Standing Rule amendments.  Production review is wrapping up.  In

order to ensure the printed version has the most up-to-date information, please log-on to

the members' only pages of http://vnsabooksale.org and review your personal information

in the 2017-2018 Member and Patron Address Directory posted there.  

Please respond to Teri Harnisch at ptbharnisch@cox.net no later than August 17, 2017,

with any corrections to the Directory information.  If you are not able to log into the

member only pages, contact Candy Dugdale (cld1231@cox.net) for assistance or e-mail

Teri for your specific information and she will provide it for review.  

For your convenience, click here for a calendar of General and Membership Meetings for

the 2017-2018 Book Sale year.  

VNSA and its place in history at the Arizona State Fairgrounds
VNSA Featured in Historic Publication--You Can Order Your Own Copy Now! 

G. G. George, a local historian and member of the Phoenix Historic Neighborhood

Coalition, gathered some VNSA history for highlighting in the publication, "Images of

America: The Arizona State Fair."  

While this book is available through different online sellers, if you purchase it directly from

Mrs. George, she would be honored to personally inscribe it for you and 100% of the

proceeds would go to the efforts of the Phoenix Historic Neighborhood Coalition. 

VNSA has a four-page insert in this volume and is one of the most prominently featured

parts of the history of the State Fairgrounds.  The price of the volume is $21.99.  

Contact G.G. George at gggfabgal@outlook.com or 602-252-3151. Please be sure to

identify yourself as a VNSA member or patron!  

See a description of the book. 

New Website Coming in September
Heidi Capriotti
We are on track to launch a new public-facing website in September. Thanks to the

Executive Board who've supported and expedited this project, and the web committee



(Teri Harnisch, Joyce Nolan, Jennifer Doan, Colleen

Cotier) who've helped guide it.  

According to responses you shared regarding

member-only content, these pages receive little use.

Instead of building a database to support

individual member passwords, we will move the

member content to a separate URL with a single,

univeral password (much like the garage door code).  

Want a sneak peek? Click here to see the new front page!

Monitoring
Bern Peterson

Funding Agreements for our charities, Arizona Friends of Foster Children Foundation

(AFFCF) and Literacy Volunteers of Maricopa County (LVMC), were delivered in July.

Each charity will receive a total of $105,888 for funding year 2017-2018.  VNSA will deliver

half of that amount in September and the remainder in March 2018.  As always, the

charities are very grateful for our continued support and asked me to convey their

gratitude for all your hard work to make our generous contributions possible.

ATTENTION! There is still a little time to submit a charitable organization for consideration

for our supplemental funding.  VNSA has set aside $10,000 to split between to qualifying

organizations and voted on by the membership.  If you would like to submit an

organization for consideration,  please contact Bern Peterson at 602-290-8627 right away.

Category Quiz
Shirley Allen 

Did you know...

Interior Decorating Books such as 'Santa Fe Style' should be sorted to House, not Fine
Arts.
Books on the Aztecs should be sorted to History, not Travel.

"Books are the quietest and most constant of friends; they are the most accessible and wisest of
counselors, and the most patient of teachers."  –– Charles William Bot
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September 2017

From the President's Perch 

Q & A with new member Jane Alfano Rasor

Corresponding Secretary

Book Sale Chairs

Volunteer Services

New Website Coming in September

Category Quiz

Calendar of Events

Saturday, Sept. 16: Last Picnic of the Summer sorting party at the warehouse

hosted by Foreign Language, Relationships and Science, 8 a.m. 

Saturday, Oct. 7: Board meeting at Aunt Chilada’s, 7330 N. Dreamy Draw Dr.,

Phoenix, 11 a.m. 

Saturday, October 14 (NOTE CHANGE OF DAY): General membership meeting

’Survivor - VNSA Style', Community of Christ Church, 4224 N. 44th St., Phoenix, AZ

85018, 10:30 social, 11:00 a.m. meeting 

Saturday, Oct. 21: Warehouse move-out

From the President's Perch 
Heather Rayner
Once again I am leading off with a round of thanks. A big thank you to Heidi Capriotti for

her successful efforts in redoing our website! 

And Teri Harnisch is putting the finishing touches on our yearbook that will be available at

our member meeting on October 14th (see our 

calendar above). We are blessed to have such 

talented members! 



Thanks also go to everyone who is collecting the

huge numbers of boxes that keep coming in and

those that keep sorting them to the categories.

We appreciate the work and keep it up! And

thanks to the members that work in their

categories! In other words, thanks to all our

members for being diligent about the work to

having another 

successful sale in February. Please plan on

attending our member meeting on October 14th ;

we are calling it ‘Survivor – VNSA Style!’ It should

be a fun program 

and a way to get to know each other a little bit

better as well. And no, 

there will be no starving on this ‘island’ as there

will be plenty of munchies provided by Social

chair Patricia Cahill and her crew. 

Also we will be voting on our supplemental charities and the nominating committee. I look

forward to seeing you then!



Q & A with new member Jane Alfano Rasor
How did you hear about VNSA? 

I love to read and I’ve been going to the VNSA Book Sale for many years. I 

never thought about volunteering because I was just too busy while I was 

working. After I had retired, I ran into an acquaintance who mentioned that she 

volunteered with VNSA. She encouraged me to volunteer at the book sale which 

I did for 2 years. Although it was a lot of work (I couldn’t get the books on the 

tables fast enough), it was an amazing experience which I enjoyed. 

What inspired you to become a volunteer? 

After working the sale, I decided that I really wanted to become a member. I am 

an eclectic reader and I like reading and sorting books. I also volunteer with the 

Friends of the Phoenix Public Library where I research old books for special 

listing so I’m familiar with lots of authors and categories. 

What’s your favorite book? or genre? or author? 

My favorites are science fiction authors like Marion Zimmer Bradley, CJ Cherryh, 

and Lois McMasters Bujold, but I don’t like fantasy. I also like (accurate) 



historical fiction, and mysteries set before 1900. In addition, I read nonfiction, 

especially history and linguistics, and some biography. 

What do you do when you’re not sorting books? 

Obviously, I read whenever I can, but my hobby is collecting paper dolls. I was 

surprised and delighted when I discovered that there are adults who collect paper 

dolls. Every year there’s a convention for collectors and paper doll artists. Last 

year I organized the convention here in Phoenix, and this year I’m going to 

Philadelphia for the annual convention. It’s like a giant family reunion. 

I also have 4 dogs: 2 pit bulls and 2 German shepherds, whom I dote on and 

who demand a lot of attention.

Corresponding
Secretary
Barb Simonick

Welcome back everyone from your summer
travels. If anyone has any news for me or
knows of a member to 
send a get well card or another card, please
email me at 
barb.simonick@q.com. In August, a get well
card was sent to Jan Maxwell due to knee surgery. 

Stay healthy and happy in September.

Book Sale Chairs

Leslie Chesser
It’s September!  That means Fall is just around the corner – and that means cooler

weather!  YES! YES! YES!  One can only hope.  But that also means that it is time for the

“Last Picnic for the Summer in 2017.” We are so lucky because that is exactly what

Foreign Language, Relationships, and Science are going to do for us on Saturday,

September 16.  Be sure to wear your comfortable shoes.  We will work in the morning and

then let the food, fun, and games begin.  Should be a great time for all. 

Just a reminder that Relationships is gathering all books related to Black History.
February is Black History Month and Relationships will have a table display in front
of their section.  

The Day Sorters work like crazy, the Power Sorters pick up the slack and, by the time the



weekend rolls around, we feel like we

have accomplished a whole lot because

the stacks are way down.  But then, by

mid-week, it’s all back.  It’s magic! We

sort and pack and sort some more – it’s a

vicious circle, but a fun one.  Our drop

box and home pick-up people do a really

great job.  Keep it up – we don’t want to

run out of work. 

FYI - The next move out will be October

21.  As it gets closer, your Book Sale

Committee will fill you in on all the dates

involved. 

 

See you around the warehouse!

Volunteer Services
Candy Dugdale

 

Above are the totals for the warehouse thru August.  We seem to be tracking well in everything
but empty boxes, which we seem to be a little low compared to last year.  If you have any issues
with the computer used to enter your time or home pickups please contact Candy Dugdale
at 602-482-5951 or cld1231@cox.net.  



New Website Coming in September
Heidi Capriotti
With most of the content moved from our current web site into the new version, we are

one step closer to launching the new VNSA website. 

There are two changes I'd like to call to your attention:

1. The Member Login section will be password protected, but the password will no

longer be assigned individually. Instead, the password will be the same as the

garage door code. The Member Login section contains the Board meeting calendar,

bulletins, collections information, and the personnel sign-up form for the sale.

2. A new blog feature is included in the site. A blog is a great way to add fresh content

and market each category. I invite each category chair to send me a short article

(300 words) about your category, surprises that will delight shoppers, unique items,

general info about your category...really anything of interest! Members too are

welcome to send blog posts about their experiences with VNSA.

With that, take a look at the new site (note: it's still in development, so some links might

not work yet): http://d87.974.myftpupload.com/ 

I'd love to hear your feedback and suggestions, and I look forward to blog posts from

anyone who'd like to participate. Send your comments to hcapriotti@gmail.com. 

Category Quiz



Shirley Allen 

Did you know...

Books about building construction or
blueprints should be sorted to Fine
Arts, not House. 
 
Books about drawing should be sorted
to Fine Arts, not House.

"Bookworms will rule the world as soon as
they finish one more chapter."  –– Unknown

VNSA on Facebook vnsabooksale.org LinkedIn
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October 2017

From the President's Perch  

Vice President's News  

Supplemental Funding Nominations 2017

Corresponding Secretary

Book Sale Chairs

Guys & Dolls

Volunteer Services

New Website Launched

Category Quiz

Calendar of Events

Saturday, Oct. 7: Board meeting at Aunt Chilada’s, 7330 N. Dreamy Draw Dr.,

Phoenix, 11 a.m.

Saturday, October 14 (NOTE CHANGE OF DAY): General membership meeting

’Survivor - VNSA Style', Community of Christ Church, 4224 N. 44th St., Phoenix, AZ

85018, 10:30 social, 11:00 a.m. meeting

Monday, October 16: Fall Festival Sorting Party sponsored by Classics,

Cookbooks, Suspense and Text

Saturday, Oct. 28: Warehouse move-out
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Hooray! Once again, VNSA tops the list in the Phoenix New Times Best Of issue with Best

Book Sale. 

From the President's Perch
 
Heather Rayner
Welcome back to our snowbirds! We

missed you and look forward to seeing you

back at the warehouse. In addition to our

snowbird members, October brings cooler

weather for working in the warehouse and

several VNSA activities, including the fall

Board meeting, 11 a.m., Saturday, Oct. 7 at

Aunt Chilada’s. Everyone is invited to

attend. Our member meeting on October

14th at my church, Community of Christ. At

our business meeting we will vote on

members of our nominating committee,

vote on our supplemental charities, and

any other business that needs to be

brought before the membership.

After our business meeting is our program, ‘Survivor – VNSA Style!’ There will be fun

activities and games and a way to get to know each other a little bit better as well. And no,

there will be no starving on this ‘island’ as there will be plenty of munchies provided by

Social chair Patricia Cahill and her crew.

I look forward to seeing you Saturday!

http://www.phoenixnewtimes.com/best-of/2017/goods-and-services/best-book-sale-9729134
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Vice President's News
 
Julia Lunn

It is finally Fall! We can sit on the patio with

our morning coffee, plant some fall flowers,

go for morning walks, and work at the

warehouse in comfort.

Fall is time to select our Nominating

Committee. We have an excellent slate of 10

members willing to serve on this committee.

Voting on this slate for the Nominating

Committee will take place at the October 14

General Membership Meeting selecting the 5 Committee members. This committee will

place in nomination the names of candidates for the VNSA 2018 – 2019 Executive

committee. Please be thinking of an office you might interested in filling and/or some

possible recommendations. VNSA is totally a volunteer organization. We need you!

Thank you to the following members for agreeing to serve:

Shirley Allen – works in Dictionary

Ginny Boardman – works in West

Ann Cox – works in Paperbacks

Shari Epand – works in House and Garden

Betty Gerodimos – works in Fiction

Susan Goldsmith – works in Older Fiction/Good Read

Curt Litin – works in General Sort

Martha Little – works in Suspense

Bette Moore – works in Text

Steve Radvak – works in Suspense

 

Call for refreshments for the October 14 General Membership Meeting. 

Please sign up to bring a refreshment for our next meeting. We all appreciate having a

light snack and the opportunity to visit while sharing a tasty treat. Don’t have time to cook?

You may consider bringing some juice, tea, lemonade, or other drink. You could consider

buying an item to share. There is a signup sheet in the office at the warehouse or I can

add your name to the list if you email me at julunn@gmail.com or give me a call at 602

558 2131.

Thank you.

Supplemental Funding Nominations 2017

The following three charities have been nominated to receive one of the two $5000

awards for 2017. Voting will take place at the October 14 General Meeting.  You must be
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present at the meeting to vote.

 

United for Change - Submitted by Lisa Nguyen

United for change is a non-profit that runs The

Veterans Furniture Center.  The VFC provides basic

free home furnishings and essentials to veterans who

have obtained permanent housing after

homelessness. Donations are picked up by their

volunteers and delivered to veterans on a weekly

basis. They work with the Veterans Affairs HUDVASH

staff to make these items available to the most needy of Veterans.

The VFC operates a warehouse in Phoenix which accepts and physically collects donated

furniture and household items. They interview newly housed veterans who have

transitioned from homelessness or rehabilitation program and determine their home

furnishing needs.  All furniture is provided free of cost to the veteran.

 

Happily Ever After League - Submitted by Carol Rogers

The Happily Ever After League (HEAL) was founded in 2004 by Lauren Daniels after she

was diagnosed with breast cancer. She had a bilateral mastectomy, reconstruction

surgery and a hysterectomy. At the time she had children ranged from 1 to 11 years in

age. She had a wonderful support system of family and friends to help her through her

recovery.

Lauren realized that many women are not so fortunate, and being a mom with cancer and

children to care for comes with a whole different set of obstacles.

The League’s mission is to provide support to mothers in Arizona with at least one

dependent child who is going through cancer treatment and recovery. A cancer diagnosis

comes with many extra expenses and can financially devastate a family. HEAL provides

an average of 70 moms per year with a grant in the form of a $500 gift card to help offset

these costs during this very difficult time. (Gift cards may vary and are dependent upon

fundraising efforts at the time.)

In October 2007, a HEALing House was created to provide additional support and

outreach to moms and their families. Monthly social and educational events are provided.

A small food bank and pantry was opened in 2008. The HEALing House is located in

North Scottsdale.

Sharing Down Syndrome Arizona - Submitted by Gary Mandalfino

Sharing Down Syndrome Arizona was established in 1991 with five families that gathered

to “share” the joys and challenges of raising a child with Down syndrome.  Their goal is to

provide all birthing hospitals in Arizona the New Parent Welcome Folders and a New

Parent Support Package to each new family.
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Because babies with Down syndrome are often born with other major medical

complications, Sharing Down Syndrome Arizona provides family support through the

various challenges and helps parents learn more about their baby’s disability which helps

them become proactive in helping their children become happy and independent members

of society.

Sharing Down Syndrome Arizona holds monthly parent support meetings that address

educational, legislative, and medical issues regarding Down syndrome.  They maintain

contact with families, hold social events, and offer their Angel Baby Adoption program. All

resources provided are free.  They currently reach out to 5,200 families.

Corresponding

Secretary
Barb Simonick

These are the correspondence that has taken
place during the month of September:

9/1/17  Received a letter thanking us for the
donation of books received on 8/9/17 to Boys
Hope Girls Hope of Arizona. The library
thanks us. Thank you for giving the books you
would regularly be recycling to the bins in the back to the Boys Hope Girls Hope of Arizona. Click
here to see their reading list.

9/7/17        A get well card was sent to Kathy Miller due to knee surgery.
9/11/17      A get well card was sent to Andrea Elkington due to an accident she had while on a
vacation in Switzerland.

9/20/17      A congratulations card was sent out to Ginny Fields on her 50th Wedding
Anniversary.
9/20/17      A get well card for Nancy Kelly who is fighting an infection in the hospital.
9/30/17      A thank you letter was sent to Sandra Straub for a donation to VNSA.

I am sure Get Well cards would be welcomed to those above who are sick or had a surgery.

If anyone has any news for me or knows of a member to send a get well card or another card,
please email me at barb.simonick@q.com. 

Book Sale Chairs

Leslie Chesser

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/cf4bfef953b0dd383276131d3/files/b8393594-e001-455c-a905-1325f09b4a9b/boys_girls_hope_reading_list.pdf
http://barb.simonick@q.com/
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BREAKING NEWS:

MOVE OUT IS NOW ON OCTOBER 28

 

Yes, the Move Out date changed. 

October must be a very flexible month

because a whole bunch of dates got

moved around. All is now well and

confirmed and NOT changing again.

There are notices all around the

warehouse to keep everyone informed on

the dates you need to pay attention to.

Thanks for your patience and

cooperation.

 

Welcome to fall!  To celebrate the

season, Classics, Cookbooks, Suspense and Text are hosting a “Fall Festival” sorting

party on Monday, October 16.  As usual this includes: work; fun; work; food; work some

more and lots of fun.  There will be a signup sheet in the office, and we hope as many of

you as possible can attend.  We look forward to seeing all of you.

 

While at the warehouse the other day I noticed some things that were very upsetting. 

One: the lights were left on overnight, AGAIN, and the cooler was left on, as well.  Please

look around if you are the last one to leave. There are instructions by the front door as to

how the warehouse should be shut down. Two: the sorting tables were overflowing. If you

are General Sorting and the box is full, please take it to the category. Don’t just leave it

and keep piling more books on top. It makes it that much harder for the next person who

comes along.  Let’s all be mindful and follow the guidelines for caring for our building and

contents. Thank you.

 

It is never too early to start thinking about the Book Sale.  We have several members who

general sort as a full-time job (the Book Sale Committee loves you). However, at the sale,

there is no general sorting. So, while you are at the warehouse, look around and think

about which category you would like to help set up at the Fairgrounds.  Then, let me know

so I can coordinate with that category to get you familiarized with their setups.  It’s always

good to plan ahead. Speaking of the Book Sale, it is also not too soon to start asking your

friends and family what they want to do during the sale to help.  I’m sure Personnel would

be more than happy to get a head start.

 

That’s all for now – see you around the warehouse.
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Guys & Dolls
WHEN:

Saturday, Nov. 11, 2017, 7 p.m.

Sunday, Nov. 12, 2017, 6 p.m.

 

WHERE:

North Scottsdale United Methodist Church

11735 N. Scottsdale Rd.

(Just south of Cactus)

 

Great songs and some great talent, including our own Rich Hansen (Paperbacks) in the

role of Arvide.

 

Come hear "Sit Down, You're Rockin' the Boat," "Luck Be a Lady," "A Bushel and a Peck"

and many more songs that will have you humming all the way home.

All tickets are $10.  Open seating. Tickets available in advance or at the door.

Volunteer Services
Candy Dugdale

https://maps.google.com/?q=11735+N.+Scottsdale+Rd&entry=gmail&source=g
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Above are the totals for the warehouse through September.  If you have any issues with the
computer used to enter your time or home pickups please contact Candy Dugdale at 602-482-
5951 or cld1231@cox.net. 

New Website Launched
Heidi Capriotti

Success! We have launched the new VNSA website. I hope you enjoy the new look, and I

welcome any comments or feedback that will help us continually improve it.

tel:(602)%20482-5951
mailto:cld1231@cox.net
http://vnsabooksale.org/
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Please note, the Member Login section is password protected with the same code as the

garage door code. The Member Login section contains the Board meeting calendar,

bulletins, collections information, and the personnel sign-up form for the sale.

Send your comments to hcapriotti@gmail.com.

Category Quiz
Shirley Allen

 
Did you know...
Like other categories, History, War, and
Politics has customers that come to the sale
year after year...many are veterans looking
for books pertaining to the military action
they were part of. We get to know them, look
forward to seeing them again, and we learn
which books they are interested in.
 
Textbooks about History should be sorted to
Text.
 
"Books are the carriers of civilization. Without books, history is silent, literature dumb, science
crippled, thought and speculation at a standstill." -- Henry David Thoreau

VNSA on Facebook vnsabooksale.org LinkedIn
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November 2017

From the President's Perch  

Vice President's News  

Supplemental Funding Results

Corresponding Secretary

Yearbooks, yearbooks, get your yearbooks! 

Book Sale Chairs

Personel Chair

Volunteer Services

How Do I Log In to Member Content on the Website?

Social Committee 

Category Quiz

Calendar of Events

Tuesday, November 14: Sorting party at the warehouse, hosted by Biography,

Fiction and Sets.

Tuesday, December 12: Holiday party, 4-7 p.m.

From the President's Perch
 
Heather Rayner
 
Happy Thanksgiving VNSA! As a group and individually I know we all have a lot to be

thankful for. First, we can be thankful for our wonderful charities that do so much good in

the Phoenix area and statewide.  We can be thankful that we are about 3/4s of the way

toward a very likely successful book sale. We can also be thankful for a paid-for building

with a repaired roof and repaired coolers. We can be thankful for the continued donations

of boxes and boxes of books. And most importantly we can be very thankful for our hard-

https://mailchi.mp/92fe14f22550/ejtnqpc7og-3346837?e=[UNIQID]
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working members that continually impress me with

their work ethics. 

I hope everyone has a truly wonderful

Thanksgiving! I will see you at the warehouse!

Vice President's News
 
Julia Lunn

It is Fall – beautiful Fall, one of the loveliest times

of the year.

Those attending the October Membership Meeting

have lived on to tell the tale of challenge of

“Survivor VNSA Style”. Thank you, Heather, for

giving us some laughs! A big THANK YOU to all

that brought food to share.

Thank you too to the candidates who ran for the Nominating Committee. The new

committee, Ginny Boardman (chair), Shirley Allen, Shari Epand, Betty Gerodimos, and

Susan Goldberg are actively working on the slate for next year’s Executive Committee. 

VNSA is totally a volunteer organization.  We need every member to help us to continue to

be successful.  Please consider running for an office or recommend a member who you

think would be a good candidate.  We need you….yes, you!

Bette Moore and her team did an excellent job of treating the inmates who helped with

Move Out with a grand selection of food.  Thank you to all that worked keeping everything

moving smoothly.

New barcode scanners and “pricers” are available at the warehouse.  Please contact Don
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Maxwell if your category needs a price gun. He will not only supply one, but also help you

get set it up.

Supplemental Funding Results

We are happy to report that these two charities will

each receive $5000, as chosen by members at the

October membership meeting:

Happily Ever After League (HEAL)

United for Change.

Representatives will be invited to our Holiday event to

receive their checks. Thank you to Carol Rogers, Lisa

Nguyen, and Gary Mandalfino for nominating three

worthy organizations.

 

Happily Ever After League, submitted by Carol Rogers

The Happily Ever After League (HEAL) was founded in 2004 by Lauren Daniels after she

was diagnosed with breast cancer. She had a bilateral mastectomy, reconstruction

surgery, and a hysterectomy. At the time, she had children ages 1 to 11 years old. She

had a wonderful support system of family and friends to help her through recovery.

Lauren realized that many women are not so fortunate, and being a mom with cancer and

children to care for comes with a whole different set of obstacles. The League’s mission is

to provide support to mothers in Arizona with at least one dependent child who is going

through cancer treatment and recovery. A cancer diagnosis comes with many extra

expenses and can financially devastate a family. HEAL provides an average of 70 moms

per year with a grant in the form of a $500 gift card to help offset these costs during this

very difficult time. (Gift cards may vary and are dependent upon fundraising efforts at the

time.)

In October 2007, a HEALing House was created to provide additional support and

outreach to moms and their families. Monthly social and educational events are provided.

A small food bank and pantry was opened in 2008. The HEALing House is located in

North Scottsdale.

 

United for Change, Submitted by Lisa Nguyen

United for change is a non-profit that runs The Veterans Furniture Center.  The VFC

provides basic free home furnishings and essentials to veterans who have obtained

permanent housing after homelessness. Donations are picked up by their volunteers and

delivered to veterans on a weekly basis. They work with the Veterans Affairs HUDVASH

staff to make these items available to the neediest Veterans.
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The VFC operates a warehouse in Phoenix which accepts and physically collects donated

furniture and household items. They interview newly housed veterans who have

transitioned from homelessness or rehabilitation program and determine their home

furnishing needs.  All furniture is provided free of cost to the veteran.

Corresponding

Secretary
Barb Simonick

I would like to wish a Happy Thanksgiving to
everyone. Thank heavens cooler
weather has finally returned to the valley.
With all of us back in the warehouse, as
you hear of any events, please let me know
so I can send along a special card in
remembrance of the occasion.

Here’s what has occurred in October:

10/24: received a thank you card from Andrea Elkington thanking all the friends at VNSA for the
cards, calls and good wishes given to her. Her skin graft surgery was done the last week of
September and she is waiting to see the results and when she can resume her activities. She
misses her comraderies at VNSA and even the sorting of books!

If anyone has any news for me or knows of a member to send a get well card or another card,
please email barb.simonick@q.com. 
 

We have recently learned that one of our long-time Book Sale announcers,  Larry Martel,

has passed away.  We will share details of where to send condolences when we know

them.

Yearbooks, yearbooks, get your yearbooks! 
Teri Harnisch

You might not recognize the newest edition of the VNSA Yearbook. It is all grown up! To

reduce replacement and new notebook costs, streamline the printing process, and make

the documents easier to read and reference, the 2017-2018 VNSA Yearbook (and

yearbooks going forward) are letter size. For those who want one, VNSA is providing a

http://barb.simonick@q.com/


7/4/2020 ðŸ —November VNSA BulletinÂ 

https://mailchi.mp/92fe14f22550/ejtnqpc7og-3346837?e=[UNIQID] 5/10

new letter size binder and organizational tabs to help you quickly

locate key information. The second half of the Yearbook now

includes Articles, Bylaws, Standing Rules, Policies & Procedures,

and the Collections Procedures (eliminating the need for the

collections binders as every member will have the procedures in

their Yearbook).

You may need to put your tabs in the proper place. Some

copies have them at the back. 

If you prefer to add the Yearbook to a binder you already own or reference for VNSA, you

can take one of the 3-hole punched and tabulated copies available that are not in a binder.

If you want to save on paper and just want an electronic reference copy, the 2017-2018

VNSA Yearbook and Policies & Procedures are each posted in the Member Login portion

of the website. The Collections Procedures are also posted as a stand-alone electronic

document under the Collections Documents in that section.

To help us track who has received their Yearbook, please take a moment and initial the

pick-up list.

As a next step, I will be working on a “social yearbook,” an electronic volume with Member

and Patron photographs, photographs from events, and some historical information about

VNSA for us all to enjoy. Please submit a favorite personal photograph or event or VNSA

historical photographs to Teri at ptbharnisch@cox.net.

Book Sale Chairs

Leslie Chesser

The warehouse was bursting at the

seams and we successfully eliminated the

stacks!  For the first time in a really long

time, we saw the entire South wall!  The

Move Out on the Oct. 28 was a huge

success: we put 2,335 boxes going into

storage for the sale.

As always, Children’s came out on top

with the most boxes; History, War &

Politics coming in second.  Good job

everyone! The only problem we

encountered was in our packing of the

boxes. We used way more levelers than
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ever before. You all do such a good job but if you could all just take one tiny step more

and watch just how the boxes are packed, it would surely help. Please, please make sure

they are level when you are done filling them so they stack evenly.  And use cardboard,

not paper bags, to cover the tops. It really does make a difference.  Thank you. Those of

us who have been storing boxes in our cars/garages/front porches or wherever can now

bring them back and we can start over with Box 1.

 

This month’s Sorting Party will be hosted by Biography,

Fiction and Sets. Look for the sign-up sheet in the office. 

With those groups as hosts, you know it will be a whole

bunch of fun and some really great food.

 

It’s never too soon to start thinking about the holidays.

(I know it’s not even Thanksgiving yet). Your Book Sale Committee has begun selling

really super stocking stuffers and you all need to get them early and have a head start on

your holiday shopping. Yes, we are talking about the $5.00 Book Sale Gift Certificates.

What a wonderful present for someone! Plus, you actually can get something with these.

Not like the lottery tickets where you just hope for better luck next time. So, look us up at

the warehouse and we will be more than happy to sell them to you.

 

Have a Happy Thanksgiving everyone.  See you around the warehouse.

Personel Chair

Cathy McAllister

It’s not too soon to begin to think about our jobs at

the book sale! More of us feel the need to have a

seated position, so it is important that you request

those jobs as early as possible. Consider taking

the training to learn how to process credit card

payments. Be flexible when it comes to taking on positions out of your category. Find a

partner and do a shift as a pit boss. And start looking at your neighbors, friends, and

family as potential volunteers! Encourage those people to sign up early so that I can pair

them with those they want to work with. Most people want to work Saturday morning, so

ask if they can

do a Sunday shift instead.

The sign-up sheet will go active later this month, so you have some extra time to make

your plans. Please feel free to email me if you have any particular concerns or questions.

Thank you for planning ahead!
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Enjoy the music of Rock Lobster, the most fun, high-energy cover band playing the hits of

the 80s and beyond. Bring your friends, family and appetite for a great time, all benefiting

children in foster care in Arizona.

 

WHEN: Noon-3 p.m., Sunday, November 12, 201

WHERE: Kierland Commons (15205 N. Kierland Blvd., Scottsdale AZ, 85254)

 

Can't attend? Bid on Silent Auction items in advance! Select Register and Buy Tickets

button, and register for the silent auction. Then BID on some pretty great items! All

proceeds benefit AFFCF.

Two banners were hung at the State Fairgrounds during the State Fair

and will be displayed until the February Book Sale. 

http://rocklobsterband.com/
https://maps.google.com/?q=15205+N.+Kierland+Blvd.,+Scottsdale+AZ,+85254&entry=gmail&source=g
https://2017sliderthrowdown.auction-bid.org/microsite/
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Volunteer Services
Candy Dugdale

Listed above you'll find the year to date totals for the warehouse.  Last year we had an Amazon
dealer who literally donated two semis of books.  If you take that into consideration, we are really
not tracking too bad.  We are a little down in home pickup and empty boxes.  Just a reminder, if
you have any issue entering your points please contact Candy Dugdale at 602-482-
5951 or cld1231@cox.net. 

A huge Shout Out to Jessica Knits, a funky needle shop that

collected more than 30 boxes of books for VNSA!

If you enjoy Needle Arts, check out their shop at Shea and the

101 or like 'em on Facebook at facebook.com/jknitsandcrochets.

tel:(602)%20482-5951
mailto:cld1231@cox.net
https://www.facebook.com/jknitsandcrochets
https://www.facebook.com/jknitsandcrochets
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How Do I Log In to Member Content on the

Website?
Heidi Capriotti

Just a reminder, the new  VNSA website has a Member Login section (find it in the footer)

where you'll find collections info, past bulletins, yearbook and more. 

The password is the same code as the garage door code. Please help us continually

improve this site by sending your comments to hcapriotti@gmail.com.

Social Committee 
Patricia Cahill

Happy Fall, Ya'll!

I know it's hard to believe, but our Holiday soiree is

only 5 weeks away. So mark your calendar

for December 12, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. Shari Epand

has graciously offered her home again. (I promised

her we wouldn't ask her next year).

There will be a sign-up sheet in the office and on

the bulletin board so you can get an idea of what

everyone is bringing. 

We will be collecting items and donations for Mana House again. More about what they

need later.

http://vnsabooksale.org/
mailto:hcapriotti@gmail.com
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Looking forward to seeing everyone there!

Category Quiz
Shirley Allen

 
Did you know...
The copyright date cutoff between
GoodRead and Fiction is 2006/2007. Novels
with a copyright 2007 and later should be
sorted to Fiction. (Sorting Tip: If the book title
includes words like 'murder', 'crime', 'death',
etc., the book probably belongs in Suspense,
not Fiction).

All computer games on DVD's and CD's and
computer game magazines should be sorted
to Computers. Please do not sort them to AV.

"A good book makes you want to live in the story. A great book gives you no choice."  -Unknown 

VNSA on Facebook vnsabooksale.org LinkedIn
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https://www.facebook.com/vnsausedbooksale
http://www.vnsabooksale.org/
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https://www.linkedin.com/company/25046920/
https://www.linkedin.com/company/25046920/
https://vnsabooksale.us1.list-manage.com/unsubscribe?u=cf4bfef953b0dd383276131d3&id=4faff00694&e=[UNIQID]&c=5876ceee42
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Calendar of Events

Wednesday, December 13: Holiday party, 4-7 p.m. at the home of Marian Ragel

(See Social Report below for more information). 

Saturday, January 6: VNSA Board Meeting, 11 a.m., Aunt Chilada's Restaurant,

Squaw Peak, 7330 North Dreamy Draw Drive, Phoenix, AZ 85020. All are welcome

to attend.

Saturday, January 20: VNSA mandatory member meeting, 10:30 a.m. social, 11

a.m. meeting, Community of Christ Church, 4224 North 44th Street, Phoenix, AZ

85018

From the President's Perch
Heather Rayner
 
Happy holidays to our VNSA family! It is an exciting time to be in the warehouse, with lots

of books to sort, all of our VNSA family working and the holidays coming soon, beginning

https://mailchi.mp/48098cdb39bd/ejtnqpc7og-3352889?e=[UNIQID]
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with our own holiday party.

Please join us at the VNSA Holiday party to be

held Wednesday, December 13 at the home of our

gracious host Marian Ragel in central Phoenix at

336 E. Glenn Drive. My very first holiday party was

at her lovely home. I look forward to returning. As

always, we are asking our members to share in

bringing food and drink. The sign up list is in the

office. Feel free to bring one or more items to

share!

I’ve chosen the MANA (Marines, Army, Navy, Air

Force) House as our holiday charity this year. In

addition to helping us before and after the book

sale each year, these veterans have served our

country through their military service. Only six

years old, MANA house is a transitional shelter for

50 homeless male veterans and has already helped more than 700 veterans get back on

their feet. I’m asking VNSA to do our part by donating either Walmart or Target gift cards

to MANA House. Either bring your cards to the party or give them to Julia, Cartha, Leslie,

or myself when you see us in the warehouse. With these gift cards the veterans can get

the right size and item of their choice.

In addition to gifting the veterans, we will be giving $5,000 each to our two chosen

charities, the Happily Ever After League and United for Change. Also in attendance will be

our favorite two charities, the Arizona Friends of Foster Children Foundation and the

Literacy Volunteers of Maricopa County. Representatives of these charities will be in

attendance to be recognized.

Again, I hope to see you at our Holiday party on December 13!

Vice President's News
Julia Lunn

Going into the warehouse on different days and times, I see the dedication and work of

our members that makes VNSA successful!  Car

loads, truck loads of boxes/bags of books arrive

almost daily. The sizes and condition of the boxes

can be astonishing.  Yes, they may be in a Home

Depot box, but some are medium or large size

boxes.
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Every day, requests for home pickups are processed. Every week VNSA drop boxes are

emptied – not always a fun job in the summer.

Every Monday through Thursday members take on the responsibilities of Day Sorter at the

warehouse. They keep the sorting area moving, setting up boxes, moving boxes, greeting

those dropping off books, breaking down odd size boxes, sweeping the floor, and cleaning

the bathroom. This is a very glamorous job!

Some members dedicate time to work in one of 28 different categories of books. Some

members prefer to general sort.

Some members serve on the Board of Directors, sharing ideas, time, and talents.

Whatever your reason, whatever you share, you are an important part of an amazing

group of people!

Thank you! Thank you!

At the January member meeting, members will be asked to elect 2018-2019 executive

officers. The slate of nominees is:

President: Heather Rayner

Vice President: Julia Lunn

Book Sale Chair: Angela Cade

Treasurer: Cartha Cassel

Recording Secretary: Maryann Murphy

Corresponding Secretary - Barbara Simonick

Respectively  submitted by the Nominating Committee 

Ginny Boardman - Chair
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Shirley Allen

Shari Epand

Betty Gerodimos

Susan Goldsmith 

Immediate Past President  - Joyce Nolan

Treasurer's News
 
Cartha Cassel

I will be happy to answer any questions regarding this month's financial

report (.pdf). 

Call me at 602-840-9384 or email me at cartha1@cox.net.

The 2018 Collection Schedule is posted in the warehouse office. There are lots of positions

available in January.  

Please consider volunteering for Phone Captain, East Area Captain, West Area Captain or

Team Leader, as this is an important part of how we get books to the warehouse. 

Thank you to all who volunteered on the Collections Team in 2017 and all who are willing

to be a part of the Collections Team in 2018!  It is greatly appreciated!

 

Drop Box Chair
Pam Brown-Elwood

Calling all members: We need your help finding new homes for drop boxes in some

areas.  We need you to tap into your vast resources and see if we can't get boxes placed

in the following areas:

Ahwatukee

West side around 43rd Ave & Thunderbird to 67th Ave &Bell

North or East Mesa

We need permission from the property managers or owners of the site.  We are exploring

churches, office complexes as well as shopping centers.

Thank you to all of you who kept the boxes emptied through the summer when our

resources are greatly reduced.  To those of you not scheduled on a box, think about

https://gallery.mailchimp.com/cf4bfef953b0dd383276131d3/files/30464b62-8f96-410e-84f7-4bb2c91bd9c6/Financial_report_November.pdf
tel:(602)%20840-9384
mailto:cartha1@cox.net
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becoming a member of a team.  Many hands make

light work...

Corresponding

Secretary
Barb Simonick

Merry Christmas and Happy Hanukkah,
everyone. I hope you have a wonderful
holiday month. Here is the correspondence
that went out during the month of November:

11/17/17: Sent out holiday party invitations to
individuals at the AZ Friends of Foster
Children Foundation, Literacy Volunteers of Maricopa County, Happily Ever After League, and
United for Change. Heather Rayner wanted to personally invite MANA House representatives.
11/20/17: A 30th Wedding Anniversary card was sent to Heather Rayner and her husband, Ron.
11/26/17: Sent out a revised invitation to the holiday party to the above individuals with the new
member, location, and R.S.V.P. information indicated on it.
11/30/17: Sent out a get well card to Nancy Kelley who got a knee replaced. She is currently
residing at Freedom Plaza in Peoria.

Collecting for Ronald McDonald House
Vista Thompson

The Ronald McDonald House provides temporary housing and meals for families of

children with significant medical problems who are undergoing treatment at Phoenix
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Children's Hospital.  The average stay can last a

few days or for several months.  

Their central Phoenix facility has a library room for

residents.  They can borrow and return materials,

or, even keep them if their stay ends before they

have finished reading a book.  Vista Thompson

has placed a box in the office for donations of nicer

hardback and soft cover books that would be suitable for donation, and which might

otherwise wind up in dumpsters.  Residents are primarily adults, but sometimes include

siblings of children in treatment.  Because their library space is limited, they can accept

only a couple of boxes per month, so when the boxes are full, please don't add more.  

I have already taken a couple of boxes, comprised mostly of discards from suspense

because they get so many copies of nice hardbacks.  However, given what the residents

are going through with their children, I was hoping to also include other fiction that might

be more lighthearted.

Book Sale Chairs
Leslie Chesser

It’s hard to believe that it is already December! Where does

the time go?  I swear, the older I get, the faster time goes

by. Before we know it – it will be Book Sale Time! WOW! I

hope everyone had a great Thanksgiving and enjoyed the

turkey and all the trimmings you could hold.  

Your Book Sale Committee has just the remedy to work off

all those extra calories you consumed so you are ready for

the next big feast over the holidays. It’s called “GENERAL

SORTING!” We’ve had several large pick-ups along with

the normal everyday deliveries and the stacks are

overflowing. Please spend some time up there. All of the

books have to be cleared out for the next, and really big, move out. So, it will really help if

everyone will pitch in and sort.

 

Having said that about sorting, there is another issue that needs to be addressed.

Empty boxes! Many times, when entering the warehouse, we are greeted with open,

discarded boxes just thrown all over the floor. If you are general sorting when the Day

Sorters are not there, give yourselves enough time to tear down and dispose of the

empties. Then, go one step further and stack the banker boxes in an orderly manner. 

It only takes about 5 minutes to clean up and it sure makes the warehouse look better.
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Then, when the next group comes in, they can get right to work. Thank you for your help

in this matter.

 

Have a wonderful holiday from your Book Sale Committee and we will see all of you

around the warehouse.

P.S.  Don’t forget that your Book Sale Committee is selling $5.00 Gift Certificates for

stocking stuffers.

Personnel Chair
Cathy McAllister

It's time to sign up for Book Sale

#62!

Once again it is time to sign up to

volunteer for the Book Sale so that

Personnel can begin staffing the

positions!

If you know when and where you

want to work, sign up early and pick

the shifts and jobs you want.  Click

the blue button below to sign up friends and family. Complete one form per

person volunteering.  

Members provide the link to individuals who are asking to work, so please ensure they list

you as their sponsor. We will not post the link on our website.

Please remember that Saturday morning shifts are the most popular, so encourage your

volunteers to sign up for Saturday afternoon or Sunday shifts.

Members, please try to volunteer at least one shift outside of your category to help fill the

needed cashier/credit card positions.  These positions are restricted to members, so we

need your support. And remember that members need to volunteer for three shifts in order

to maintain their good standing in VNSA.

Saturday, February 10, 2018

Saturday AM (8 am – 1 pm)

Saturday PM (1 pm – 6 pm)

Sunday, February 11, 2018

Sunday AM   (8 am – 12 pm)

Sunday PM   (12 pm – 4 pm)
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Members without access to a computer can call Cathy McAllister at 602-795-1618 to sign

up. Please leave a message so that she can contact you.

Thank you for your early signups!

Volunteer Services
Candy Dugdale

Listed above are the year to date totals for the end of November.  If you have any issues with
logging your hours please contact Candy Dugdale at cld1231@cox.net or 602-482-5951.

Social Committee 
Patricia Cahill

Our Holiday gathering will be held Wed., December 13, 4:00 to 7:00 p.m. at the home

of Marian Ragel, 336 E. Glenn Drive, Phoenix.

Carpooling would be helpful.  The Ragel's neighborhood has narrow streets.  PLEASE be

sure you park on only one side of the street to ensure that traffic can navigate through the

neighborhood.  

We are collecting donations for MANA House this year, specifically requesting gift cards

from Target or Wal*Mart so that the recipients can choose their own item, size, and color.

Sign up to work at VNSA Book Sale #62

mailto:cld1231@cox.net
tel:(602)%20482-5951
http://www.emailmeform.com/builder/form/d4fh664592b1GI6anifwsJ


7/4/2020 December VNSA BulletinÂ ðŸŽ Â 

https://mailchi.mp/48098cdb39bd/ejtnqpc7og-3352889?e=[UNIQID] 9/10

 

We look forward to a festive afternoon/evening with

great food!  Make sure to sign up in the office to

attend and let us know what you will be bringing to

eat or drink.

 

Category Quiz
Shirley Allen

 
Did you know...
Law books, like microwave cookbooks, just
do not sell at the Book Sale, regardless of 
whether they are a single volume or a set of
books. We've tried them in several different
categories. Please sort all law books directly
into Disposal.

The exception: Law dictionaries sell very well
in Dictionaries. Please continue to sort Law
dictionaries to the Dictionary
category, regardless of age. (There is a
market for older law dictionaries).

Ordinary people have big TVs. Extraordinary people have big libraries.  -Robin Sharma

VNSA on Facebook vnsabooksale.org LinkedIn
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